
Supporting Communities 11th September 2025 

Present: Tracey Parry (BDC) Jim Morris (White Colne PC) Amanda Brown (Rivenhall PC) Elizabeth Winter (Great Notley PC) Jo Norris (BDC) 
Suzanne Bennett (BDC 

Decisions and Actions                                                           

 Action Lead Update 

1 Actions for last meeting 

 

All Community Supermarket working well at White Colne and looking to 
expand to Sible Hedingham  

Health checks (blood pressure, weight etc) from Provide are available 
to come to your area / event. Please contact Thomas Mann 
Thomas.mann3@nhs.net  

Grantfinder – we have access to this at BDC so if you are looking for 
funding please contact Jo – Jo.norris@braintree.gov.uk and we can 
check to see what is available.  

2. 

 

LGR and Devolution  Suzanne Bennett – 
Suzanne.bennett@braintree.gov
.uk  

Devolution – Mayor of Essex elections will take place in May 2026. 
Candidates will be announced early next year and a booklet outlining 
all candidates produced by ECC and send to every household. Mayor 
and representatives from Essex County Council, Southend and 
Thurrock will form a strategic authority along with the PFCC.  

Local Government Review (LGR) proposals for new Unitary 
Authorities going to central Government on 26th September. A public 
consultation on decisions will start approx. November and run for 8 
weeks. 

Presentation attached by if you have any questions, please contact 
Suzanne Bennett at Suzanne.bennett@braintree.gov.uk  

 

Suzanne will come to the next meeting to update.  
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3. Funding Updates  Jo Norris  

Jo.norris@braintree.gov.uk 

BDC Councillor Community Grants – available for local groups and 

projects. £1,250 per Cllr but can club together for larger projects.  

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/community/councillors-community-grant-

scheme  

Health and Wellbeing Panel Small Grants up to £1,000 to reduce 

health inequalities, improve mental health and encourage healthy 

lifestyles. Form attached. For further details contact 

katie.bright@braintree.gov.uk  

Active Essex – small grants up to £2,000 for organisations that 

promote exercise and activity https://www.activeessex.org/find-your-

active/small-grants-fund/ 

Places and Spaces – from £3,000 - £9,999 to support groups with 

assets that support healthy lifestyles (such as changing rooms etc) 

https://www.activeessex.org/find-your-active/the-places-and-spaces-

fund/ 

Development grants up to £3,000 to support groups with internal 

processes such as staffing, training, governance etc 

https://www.activeessex.org/find-your-active/fund/development-grant/ 

Essex County Council Locality Funds – up to £5,000 from each 

ECC Cllr for community projects in their area 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/about-council/your-councillor/member-local-

funds  

 

Essex Local Nature Partnership Community Fund  from £500 to 

£2,000 for nature based projects https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/waste-

environment/essex-lnp-community-fund-2025-application-form/ 
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Grantfinder – we have access to this art BDC so if you are looking for 

funding please contact Jo – Jo.norris@braintree.gov.uk and we can 

check to see what is available. 

 

4. Winter Events All Cost of Living Alliance is looking to support residents through access 
to warm spaces, electric throws etc. Let us know what is needed – 
Michael.graham@braintree.gov.uk 

Healthwatch Essex are running Slipper Exchanges throughout the 
district – if you would like to have a visit please contact Katie Bright – 
Katie.bright@braintree.gov.uk  

 

5.. Community Safety 
Updates 

Tracey Parry 

Tracey.parry@braintree.gov.uk  

Essex Police have a Fraud and Scams Officer who will come and talk 
to local groups – please contact tracey.parry@braintree.gov.uk if 
interested.  

Essex Fire and Rescue will do home vists to fit smoke alarms and 
give advice https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/book-home-safety-visit 

Safer Essex Road Partnership are offering free driving courses for 
older people  https://saferessexroads.org/mature-drivers/   

Consultation on the proposed Public Spaces Protection Order has 
just closed and further outcomes to follow.  

BDC offer free training on subjects such as Domestic Abuse, Child 
Exploitation etc – please let Tracey know if you would like us to run 
training in your area.  

 

 

6. Parish Updates and 
Information Sharing 

All White Colne has won Village of The Year! Many congratulations 
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Code of Conduct training required – Jo to contact Kim Cole.  

7. Dates and agenda items All Agenda for next meeting 

Devolution and LGR  

 

Date of next meeting  

Jan 2026 – date tbc  

  


