
Dear Sir or Madam  
  
Further to my recent email regarding the submission of National Grid’s development consent 
application for Norwich to Tilbury, I am writing to confirm that our application has now been 
accepted by the Planning Inspectorate. This is a major milestone for the project, which forms 
part of The Great Grid Upgrade, National Grid’s programme of major projects across England 
and Wales.  
  
Now that our application has been accepted, the Planning Inspectorate will appoint an 
Examining Authority, which will hold a Preliminary Meeting, set the examination timetable and 
conduct a series of written assessments, public hearings and site inspections. During this time 
anyone who is interested can register to take part in the Examination and will have the 
opportunity to make either verbal or written representations about our plans.  
  
You can register as an Interested Party to participate during Examination. You will need to 
sign up on the dedicated Norwich to Tilbury page of the Planning Inspectorate website. We 
will continue to share updates to ensure everybody who wishes to take part in the Examination 
of our proposals knows how to do so.   
  
Here is an overview of the upcoming process, what each stage entails and where there are 
opportunities to take part:   
  

• Preliminary Meeting: The Examining Authority will review all representations 

to help them set a timetable for the Examination. The Examining Authority will publish 

a draft timetable for the Examination and invite all Interested Parties to a Preliminary 

Meeting to discuss the timetable. The Preliminary Meeting will not consider the 

proposals themselves. The Pre-examination period concludes once the Preliminary 
Meeting has taken place.  

  
• Examination Period: Examination formally begins after the Preliminary 

Meeting and will run for approximately six months. During Examination, the Examining 

Authority will intensively scrutinise our proposals by reviewing our application 

documents, asking for written representations from National Grid and Interested 
Parties, and by holding public hearings.  
  
• Post-Examination: When the Examination has concluded, the Planning 

Inspectorate will write a report on their findings, including a recommendation regarding 

whether or not to grant a DCO for the project. For applications by National Grid this 

report will go to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero within three 
months of the Examination closing. The Secretary of State has the final say on whether 

to grant or refuse development consent. They must make a decision within three 

months of receiving the Recommendation.  
  
Once a decision has been made, there is a six-week period in which anybody can legally 
challenge the Secretary of State’s decision. If a challenge is made, the High Court will decide 
if there are grounds for the decision to be Judicially Reviewed.  
  
From the DCO application to the Secretary of State's decision, the entire process takes 
approximately 18 months. Therefore, a decision on the application can be expected in late 
2026 or early 2027, and if approved, construction will take place between 2027-2031.  
  
As set out above, this process is now led by the Planning Inspectorate, however we would be 
pleased to meet with you to discuss our finalised proposals in more detail. Please let us know 
if a meeting would be of interest or if you have any questions at this stage.  

https://www.nationalgrid.com/the-great-grid-upgrade
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN020027


  
For more information about the project visit Norwich to Tilbury.   
  
If you would like any further information or to arrange a project briefing to discuss our finalised 
proposals, please get in touch.  
  
Yours sincerely  

  
Simon Pepper  
Project Director  

 

 

 

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s) 

only. The content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you 

are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail 

and any attachments. You should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this 

transmission. 

 

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page or our US Contacts 

Page (accessed by clicking on the appropriate link) 

 

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents 

from this transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for 

viruses. An e-mail reply to this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons 

or lawful business practices. 

 

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid 

group please use the attached link: https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-

registrations  

https://www.nationalgrid.com/electricity-transmission/network-and-infrastructure/infrastructure-projects/norwich-to-tilbury
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/contact-us/
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations
https://www.nationalgrid.com/group/about-us/corporate-registrations

