
Report on Rivenhall Waste Site Liaison meeting 12th March 2026  
 
 Representing Rivenhall PC – cllrs James Abbott (JA) and Bob Wright (BW). 
 
  
Woodhouse Farm – Tree removal which has generated public interest was, according to 
Indaver, to clear moat for the benefit of newts. 
 
Refurbishment of Woodhouse Farm buildings is ongoing with new roofing being 
installed. JA asked about known bat roosts in the buildings. Indaver said that “bats have 
gone elsewhere”. JA asked for report on new roof space when complete, which is to 
have entry points, as to whether the bats return. 
 
Incinerator – Testing has been taking place over the winter of 2025/26. Full handover to 
operators expected this month (March 2026). 
 
EA – Work is ongoing on emission limit exceedances. No formal action against Indaver 
yet as they have appealed initial EA findings. 
 
A further breach of emission limits occurred on 26th January 2026. 
 
Planning and permitting – JA raised reports of noise at night that residents have asked 
about – high pitched sound. ECC said this was being looked into but so far, they 
believed that the waste site is compliant with noise limits. There was more discussion 
on the visible plume which is being seen day and night. Indaver say the “plume 
abatement system is not yet optimised”. Complaint numbers were shown to liaison 
group which are lower than last summer/autumn. BW said that what people 
see/experience and actually report to the authorities are not the same. To report air 
pollution, it is a phone call to the EA (they do not accept e-mail referrals). For planning 
matters such as traffic, and the plume, its ECC.   
 
Further revisions to the current planning applications for the waste site and 
glasshouses are being published on the ECC planning pages of their website soon. JA 
said it is not clear from the plans as to how visible the glasshouses would be from 
Parkgate, but it appears there could be a significant visual impact, seen next to the 
ancient woodland Storeys Wood.  ECC say they may take the applications to committee 
in April 2026. 


